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MEMORANDUM 

FROM: Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland & Perretti LLP 

DATE: November 9, 2011 

SUBJECT: New Jersey 2011 General Election Results 
 
On Tuesday, November 8, 2011, New Jersey voters went to the polls for the 
legislative and local elections.  All  120 seats in the New Jersey Legislature were 
up for election.  
 
As a result of the election, the Democrats retained control of the Assembly 
where they presently hold a 47-33 margin.   
 
Going into the new session in January, the split in the Assembly wil l  by 48-32 
given the loss of one Republican seat (Domenick DiCicco).  
 
The other two competit ive races in the State Senate saw the Democrats hold 
on to both seats.  In District 2, incumbent Democrat Senator J im Whelan won 
the election by a 54 to 46% margin over Republican Assemblyman Vincent 
Polist ina.  This race may break fundraising and spending records as a result of 
close to a $4 mil l ion tab. 
 
In what was touted as having the greatest potential for a Republican victory, in 
District 38, incumbent Democrat Bob Gordon retained his seat and defeated 
Bergen County Republican Freeholder Chairman John Driscoll  by a 53 to 47% 
margin.  
 
Although original ly targeted as a competit ive race, the 14th District race saw 
incumbent Senator Linda Greenstein defeat Republican challenger Richard 
Kanka by a 55 to 45% margin.  Kanka did not carry his hometown of Hamilton. 
 
As a result ,  the Democrats current control (24-16) of the Senate wil l  remain in 
tact.  
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There were only a handful of contested Assembly races in the 40 legislat ive 
districts,  but a signif icant number of new legislators wil l  nonetheless be sworn 
in on January 10, 2012. 
 
District 1 (Atlantic/Cape May/Cumberland) :  Democratic incumbent 
Assemblymen Nelson Albano took 28% of the vote to hold onto his seat while 
his district mate, Matthew Milam, narrowly defeated Republican chal lengers 
Stone Harbor mayor Suzanne Walters and Cumberland County Freeholder Sam 
Fiocchi by a vote of 25 to 24 to 23%.   Incumbent Senator Jeff VanDrew (D-1) 
ran a relatively close race against Republican chal lenger attorney and former 
municipal court judge, David DeWeese, but Van Drew held on by a 54 to 46% 
margin. 
 
District 2 (Atlantic): Republican incumbent John Amodeo, taking 29% of the 
vote, and his running mate Chris Brown, a lawyer from Ventnor, wil l  maintain 
the spl it in this district in a race between Brown and Democratic chal lengers 
Damon Tyner, an attorney from Egg Harbor, and Freeholder Alisa Cooper.  
Brown won by a 27 to 23 to 21% margin.  
 
District 3 (Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem): Democratic incumbents John 
Burzichell i  and Celeste Riley defeated incumbent Republican Domenick DiCicco 
and Dr. Robert Vil lare by a 28 to 27 to 23% margin. This was one of the seats 
lost by Republicans in this election as a result of redistricting and a win by 
Democrat Gabriela Mosquera in the 4th  district .   Mosquera is the former 
legislative aide to Nilsa Cruz Perez and is now Chief of Staff  to Gloucester 
Township mayor David Mayer. 
  
District 7 (Burlington):  Democrats Herb Conaway and his running mate, 
Troy Singleton, narrowly defeated Republicans Chris Halgas, a businessman 
from Moorestown, and Mt. Laurel mayor J im Keenan by a 26 to 24% margin.  
Singleton was a member of the staff  of the New Jersey General Assembly 
Democratic off ice and is now a Carpenters Union policy chief .  
  
District 27 (Essex/Morris):  Senator Dick Codey garnered 62% of the vote to 
defeat his Republican opponent, Bi l l  Eames, a tea party activist . Codey’s 
running mates, Assembly members John McKeon and Mila Jasey withstood a 
chal lenge by Lee Holtzman, an attorney from Livingston, and Chatham 
Councilwoman Nicole Hagner by a 28 to 27 to 22% vote. 
 
District 38 (Bergen):  Democratic incumbent Connie Wagner and her running 
mate Maywood mayor Tim Eustace defeated Republican chal lengers Hawthorne 
mayor Richard Goldberg and Fernando Alonso, a Farleigh Dickinson University 
professor, by 27 to 26 to 24% margins. 
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Largely in the wake of redistricting, seats wil l  be vacated by the fol lowing 
incumbents: Assemblyman Domenick DiCicco (R-4); Assemblyman Jack Conners 
(D-7); Senator Andy Ciesla (R-10); Assemblywoman Denise Coyle (R-16); 
Assemblyman Joseph Malone (R-30); Assemblywoman Joan Quigley (D-33); 
Senator John Girgenti (D-35); Assemblywoman Elease Evans (D-35); 
Assemblyman Kevin Ryan (D-36); Assemblywoman Joan Voss (D-38); and 
Assemblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk (R-39). 
 
In the wake of the election, the fol lowing 14 new Assembly members wil l  be 
sworn in on January 10th: Chris Brown (R-2); Gabriela Mosquera (D-4); Troy 
Singleton (D-7); Chris Brown (R-8); Greg McGuckin (R-10); Robert Cli fton (R-
12); Jack Ciattarel l i  (R-16); Angelica J imenez (D-32); Sean Connors (D-33); 
Shavonda Sumter (D-35); Benjie Wimberly (D-35); Marlene Caride (D-36); 
Timothy Eustace (D-38); and Holly Schepisi  (R-39).  Biographies are attached.   
 
Three members of the Assembly wil l  move up to the Senate: James Holzapfel 
(R-10), Sam Thompson (R-13), and Nell ie Pou (D-35), while Senator Sean Kean 
(R-30) wil l  return to the Assembly. 
 
There have been signif icant rumors about a shakeup of the current leadership 
team in the Assembly under Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34) and Majority Leader 
Joe Cryan (D-20).  The Assembly and Senate are slated to come to Trenton on 
Thursday, November 10th to select leadership.   
 
After weeks of wrangl ing, most expect Assembly Democrats wil l  re-elect 
Speaker Oliver who has been working to solidi fy support to retain her spot 
with persistent reports that Assemblyman Lou Greenwald (D-6) wil l  take the 
Majority Leader posit ion.  The coveted Assembly Budget chair spot is rumored 
to be going to be f i l led by Assemblyman Vincent Prieto (D-33). Other 
committee chairmanships wil l  l ikely not be announced unti l  January.  Minority 
Leader Alex DeCroce (R-26) is expected to retain his post and continue to be 
backed up by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-22) to lead the Republican caucus.   
 
It is anticipated that Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3) wil l  a lso retain his 
post in the Senate, but there is some speculation about a possible chal lenge to 
Senate Majority Leader Barbara Buono (D-18) that could be mounted by Senate 
Health Committee Chairwoman Loretta Weinberg (D-38).  Senator Tom Kean 
(R-21) wil l  also keep his position as Senate Minority Leader.    
 
On the local front, there were a number of contests including Atlantic, Hudson 
and Mercer County Executives and at the freeholder level in most Counties. 
The two Democrats, Thomas A. DeGise and Brian Hughes, were re-elected in 
the Hudson and Mercer County Executive races and Republican Dennis 
Levinson wil l  remain Atlantic County Executive. Republicans regained ful l  
control of the Freeholder Boards in Burl ington and Monmouth Counties, two 
more seats in Atlantic and Salem Counties and one more seat in Cumberland 
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County. Democrats retained control in Gloucester, Passaic and Union Counties 
and held onto their two seat minority in Bergen County. 
 
There was one statewide public question on the ballot to authorize the 
Legislature to al low wagering on sports events at Atlantic City casinos and 
horse race tracks.  The measure was passed by New Jersey voters by a 60 to 
40% margin.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


































